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Dear Sackets Harbor Central School Community, 

 

What seemed like a warmer than normal winter saw the District utilizing all six emergency closure days and 
we haven’t even hit spring yet.  In anticipation of  potential issues with meeting the 180 SED attendance 
regulation, the Board of Education deemed Friday, April 14, 2017 as a day that school will be in session 
should we use a seventh emergency day.  We are not at that point just yet, but please understand should 
we close this day will be activated.  Additionally, any more after that the District will be in session starting 
with Friday, April 21, 20, 19, 18, 17 of the spring recess should the need arise.  Let’s hope that March goes 
out like a lamb!  I can’t say it enough, but thank you all for your endurance, support, and emergency plans 
that each family puts into place to ensure that when our daily routines are upended due to weather 
everyone is safe. Spring is approaching and we have a full schedule of baseball and softball games should 
anyone wish to support our teams.  We hope we can get outside before too long. 

Sackets Harbor Central had four teams participate in this year’s Odyssey of the Mind Competition on 
Saturday, March 4, 2017 at Watertown City School District.  I want to thank so many parents and 
volunteers that make this happen for our students.  A lot of time preparing and working on the various 
problems went into another successful year.  Additionally, the team coached by Ronald Mildren & Michael 
Ketchum consisting of, Niyah Chiodi, Sophia Cocco, Catherine Ketcham, Dean Mildren, Thomas Cavaco, 
and Thomas Ketcham advanced to State Division I competition. Also, the Team under Coach Todd 
Chamberlain consisting of Maddie Chamberlain, Carson Chamberlain, John Ketcham, Christina Donders, 
Abby Flint, and Delaney Tamm advanced to the State Tournament in Division II.     

The winter basketball is now over and it was a tremendous effort by all girls’ and boys’ teams at all levels 
this year.  Many thanks to our parents and fans who supported the teams and came out to cheer on our 
Patriots.  The Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team and Cheerleading Squad were named New York State 
Scholar Athlete Teams with cumulative team averages of over 90%.  Additionally, both Varsity Teams won 
the regular season.  SHCS Girls’ Frontier League All Stars and Honorable Mention are: Kelsey Gonseth, 
Hailey Martin, Jamie Lynn Mendelson, and Andrea Bourquin.  SHCS Boys’ Frontier League All Stars are: 
Cadin Berie, Eric Fillingham, and Patrick Harrienger. Congratulations on this excellent honor. 
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The School District will be holding our Annual Budget Hearing on Tuesday, May 9 at 5:00 PM in the Multi-
Purpose Room (MPR) to review our proposed budget to go before voters.  The public vote will be held on 
Tuesday, May 16 from 1:00 – 8:00 PM in the Gymnasium Lobby.  Voters will cast a vote on the proposed 
budget, elect one Board of Education member to a five year term, and the purchase of one Handicapped 
Accessible school bus.  Additionally, this year a second proposition will seek voter approval for a Capital 
Improvement Project authorization. 

The voters of the School District authorized the Sackets Harbor Central School District to create and fund a 
Capital Reserve Account to help offset the local share of any Capital Improvement Project.  The Board of 
Education has spent the last several months preparing a scope of work to be completed.  It is no secret 
that the District’s facilities, while well maintained, are aging.  Unfortunately, the list of areas that need 
attention has grown over the last ten years, the cost has as well.  The major work to be completed is all 
infrastructure and mechanicals.  Please take special notice of the Building Project Fact Sheet on the inside 
cover of this newsletter edition. 

As you can see by the list of projects that need attention, they are all important to keep the facility from 
deteriorating further.  Public forums are set to present the scope of the project that will need community 
approval.  The funds in the Capital Reserve Account will be utilized in this 7.9 million dollar project.  
The Board of Education wishes to utilize the funds in the amount of $1.7 million dollars to put towards the 
project to minimize the local share as much as possible.   

It doesn’t seem possible that we will be planning graduation (Saturday, June 24 @ 10:30), Alumni Banquet 
(Friday, June 23rd), and all of the send off activities for the Class of 2017.  If anyone has any questions 
regarding the end-of-year activities please do not hesitate to call the school.  A Senior Class Parent Night 
is re-scheduled for Tuesday, May 30h at 6:00 PM in the MPR to go over all pertinent information for the 
Class of 2017. 

I would like to thank the Town of Hounsfield and Village of Sackets Harbor Road Crews and Highway 
Departments for their assistance during this winter.  They did a wonderful job ensuring the roads and 
streets were cleared and we could run school.  Please continue to follow the school activities by going to 
our web site www.sacketspatriots.org or “like” us on Facebook and follow all of the news from Sackets 
Harbor Central School District.  

Thank you for sharing your children with us each and every day.  We look forward to warmer days and 
Patriot Pride Day on Friday, May 12th (with a rain date of Monday, May 15th).  Anyone wishing assistance 
on this day please telephone the school at 646-3575 or e-mail Mr. Ron Berie at rberie@sacketspatriots.org.   

On a personal note, I want to thank the entire Sackets Harbor Central School District Community for the 
last ten years of my career as the Superintendent of this incredible School District.  What a tremendous 
honor and privilege to serve such an amazing community.  The Board of Education is well underway 
conducting a Superintendent Search to find a candidate to take over the helm on July 1, 2017.  While I 
have no immediate plans in retirement, those that know me will attest that sitting around is not in my 
nature.  I have come to realize that the collaboration between school and community is so very strong and 
the incredible support the residents provide is immeasurable.  I have repeatedly been so impressed and 
humbled by the giving of the residents here in Sackets Harbor and Town of Hounsfield.  So many selfless 
people who care about the future of our society and its young people.  
 
I have been so fortunate to have learned so much in my time spent here.  To have met so many terrific 
people who have forged the legacy of this fine institution, and said goodbye to so many as well.  To walk 
the halls and interact with your children and know that we are part of creating the next generation of 
scientists, doctors, teachers, mechanics, tradesmen, and service men and women to protect our nation.  It 
all takes place right here in Sackets Harbor, New York.  I’m proud of each and every student, respectful of 
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every family and have had a front row seat on the lives of so many young people throughout the decades 
of my time spent in education.  Quite honestly, it seems like yesterday that I arrived here in Sackets 
Harbor.  This community holds such a huge place in my heart. 
 
While the memories that have been created, the people I’ve come to know and the list of things I have 
attended could fill a book, unfortunately that wasn’t to be written at this time.  I can assure you all though, 
should I write a book, Sackets Harbor will be most fondly represented and remembered in the chapters.  
My all too familiar mantra “It Is What It Is” resonates in the fact that each and every citizen of this 
community contributes so much to the viability of all that Sackets Harbor Central is and the mission it 
clearly wishes to uphold.  This school district “is dedicated to educational excellence as we empower our 
students to embrace life’s challenges with knowledge, character, and a commitment to learning as they 
become contributing citizens in the American democratic way of life.”    
 
I couldn’t possible thank each and every person for all you have given to me and this school throughout the 
past ten years.  I can say thank you for allowing me the honor to be instrumental in educating your children, 
sharing the life of my daughters and their path through Medical School.  On March 17 we found out that 
Kenzie has matched at Upstate Medical Center as a Surgical Resident.  Allie will complete her Medical 
Program in Syracuse on her journey to being a surgeon.  Yes, I am so very proud of them.  And lastly, for 
all of you following the trials and tribulations of my sons, Louie and Chase from their time as puppies, to 
adulthood and becoming old men.  Additionally, the acquisition of Rudi, my youngest son who warmed our 
hearts and brought such great joy with his presence.  Like the students of Sackets, I love them all, but, as 
my Grandmother used to say, I could just throttle them on any particular day.   
 
This is my final long winded newsletter article.  I appreciate this community, I can’t thank you enough, and I 
will truly miss being a part of it every day. May this school and community continue to be an example of 
collaboration, collegiality and compassion in producing the very best citizens the world has ever known.   
 
With my fondest regards, 
Thank you for sharing your children and families with me all of these years. 
 
 
Frederick E. Hall, Jr. 
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                         A Message from the Principal: 
 

Dear Sackets Harbor Central School Community, 
As I write this letter, it’s difficult to make the case that spring takes hold in just a few days’ time.  Winter Storm 
Stella just visited the North Country bringing cold, wind, and snow!  Nonetheless, we are optimistic about the 
change in weather that is right around the corner.  The faculty, staff, and students are looking forward to our 
upcoming spring events to include walks in the Village, baseball and softball games, Patriot Pride Day, and lots 
of playground fun. 

Aside from our weather, another major change is inevitable as we transition into the spring months.  Our 
Superintendent, Mr. Hall, announced his retirement and we will be spending this spring coming to terms with the 
inevitable change in leadership that will result.  Mr. Hall has provided our District with steady leadership for the 
last decade leading us out of the most tumultuous financial times our school has ever experienced.  His vision, 
support, and love for our District has remained steadfast.  His positivism, decisiveness, humor, and caring 
nature has made me a better leader and our District a better place to teach and learn.   

Obviously, Mr. Hall’s retirement means changes for Sackets Harbor Central School District and for our school 
family.  I have always found it ironic that, as humans, most of us resist change because it results in uncertainty 
and discomfort.  However, change is the only constant in life.  Winston Churchill once said, “There is nothing 
wrong with change, if it is in the right direction.”  Mr. Hall has been the compass for our District for the last ten 
years, providing direction, and he will leave us pointed in the right direction moving forward.  Thank you, Mr. 
Hall! 

I have much to share with you in this newsletter.  As always, if you have any questions or thoughts to share, feel 
free to pay me a visit, call or email me.     

Reminders 
● New York State Testing is right around the corner.  The Grades 3-8 New York State English Language Arts 

Assessment is on March 28, 29, and 30 and the Grades 3-8 New York State Math Assessment is on May 2, 
3, and 4.  The Grades 4 and 8 New York State Science Assessment is on June 4.  I ask parents to make 
every effort to ensure their child is in school on these days.  It’s important that students are well rested and 
have a good healthy breakfast on these days as well.  I have sent a letter home with Grades 3-8 students 
detailing the specific dates and times for each of the tests as well as some suggestions for parents to 
consider as they prepare their child for this testing experience.  We’ve been working so hard and we want 
the data to prove it! 

 
● Some of our students will also be participating in the New York State Field Testing process. 

o Grade 8 Science 
o United States History and Government 
o Common Core English  
o Physics   

 
● This is a reminder that the Main Office will not accept bus changes after 1:00pm.  If you have an emergency, 

by all means, contact us and we will do our best to accommodate.  Additionally, each student who rides a 
school bus is restricted to two drop off destinations.  If you need to add a destination, please contact our 
Main Office to request a transportation change form.     

 

PRINCIPAL NEWS – Mrs. Jennifer Gaffney 



SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

● In the beginning of the school year, parents completed a form which indicated the people who are granted 
permission to pick up their child/ren from school.  Please be reminded that if an adult is not on the student’s 
pick up list, the student will not be allowed to go with that person under any circumstances.  If you need to 
make additions to your pick-up list, please send a note to the attention of Mrs. Crandall.  Thank you.  

 
● As warmer weather approaches, I’d like to remind parents/guardians of our dress code expectations with a 

particular emphasis on expectation # 1.  Please do your best to monitor your child’s clothing as they leave 
for school as this will help to prevent a disruption in their education as student violators will be removed from 
class and be required to change clothing.  Repeat offenders will be subject to progressive discipline.   

 
  Dress Deemed Appropriate and Acceptable Per our Code of Conduct: 

 
“Students shall wear appropriate clothing and jewelry that comply with all provisions of this Code of Conduct 
governing dress. Students are expected to be dressed (including footwear) and groomed in a manner 
appropriate to the particular educational setting at all times. A student’s dress, grooming, and appearance, 
including hairstyle/color, jewelry, make-up and nails, shall: 
 

1.  Not include sexually revealing clothing, including halter-tops, tube tops, spaghetti 
straps,strapless tops, plunging necklines, see-through garments, bare midriffs, short shorts, 
and short skirts attire should adhere to conventional fingertip level. (This list is 

     not inclusive). 
2.  Not include clothing and jewelry that presents a safety hazard to one’s self or others or that is 

inappropriate for or disruptive to the educational process (i.e. spiked jewelry, heavy chains, spiked 
clothing, sharp objects). 

3.  Not include outdoor clothing, if worn indoors. 
4.  Not include gang-related attire and jewelry, including chains. 
5.  Ensure that underwear is completely covered with outer clothing, pajamas/slippers only on Spirit  
    Day. 
6.  Not include items that are vulgar, obscene, and libelous, or which denigrate others on account of  
    race, color, religion, creed, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, or disability. 
7.  Not promote and/or endorse the use of alcohol, tobacco, or illegal drugs and/or encourage other  
     illegal or violent activities. 
8. Not include clothing that intimidates or poses a threat to others.”  

New Information   

● The Spring Superintendent’s Day will be held on May 11, 2017.  Students will not be in session 
on this day.    

 
● SHCS anticipates being able to offer an Online Summer School for SHCS students starting this summer.  

The anticipated dates for this program are July 10-July 13th, July 17-July 20th and July 24-July 27th.  Our 
School Counseling Office will contact students and parents/guardians if their child is eligible and 
appropriate for this program. 

 
● Our school will be hosting a visit from a Pakistani exchange student on April 7, 2017.  His name is 

Mateen Ahmed.  He will be sharing his experiences as a teenager living in a terrorist-stricken country.  
This conversation will occur with high school students and the purpose is to open students eyes to the 
harsh reality many kids their age have to live through each day.  Parents/guardians, be sure to ask your 
child about this experience.       
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● Our school district’s Seal of Biliteracy Plan was approved by the State Education Department.  Seniors, 
who are eligible to receive this Seal of Biliteracy, have been notified and, those interested, have been 
assigned a mentor to assist through the process.  Students who earn this additional Seal will be 
recognized at Academic Awards Night.     

 
● The entire school community is invited to attend an event entitled, “Combating Drug-Use: A School-

Community Partnership on May 23rd from 6pm-7pm. This informational session is sponsored by 
Sackets Harbor Central School District, the Jefferson County Drug Task Force Division, and the Sackets 
Harbor Village Police Department.  This session is especially important for teachers, parents, students, 
administrators, and concerned community members.  Participants will learn about specific drug threats, 
local anti-drug efforts, risk factors, warning signs of use, and how to talk to kids about drugs.     

 
● If Mother Nature permits, on April 3, 2017, a ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held to officially open the 

newly constructed dugouts at our baseball and softball fields.  The dugouts were constructed in memory 
of Jean Derouin and Garrett Loomis.  A huge thank you to the Sackets Harbor Patriots’ Athletic Booster 
Club, to the Garrett Loomis Foundation, and to members of Jean Derouin’s family for coming together to 
make these dugouts a reality.  Project leaders included Rickey Martin, Jason Brunet and Derek Derouin.  
The community is welcome to attend this brief ceremony and then stay to support your Patriots!     

 
● Attention parents/guardians of high school students, any high school student who wishes to attend the 

Senior Prom must now complete a Senior Prom Contract prior to being able to purchase a ticket.  This 
contract requires both the student’s signature as well as the parent’s.  If you have questions about this 
new process, feel free to contact me.  Thank you for your support in ensuring our kids have a safe and 
enjoyable prom experience.     

 
My Thanks 

 
● Jason Brunet and Chris Nichols for taking the helm of the Clay Crushers which is a community based 

club offering the opportunity to SHCS students to compete in trap shooting. 
 

● Thank you to the Parent Teacher Organization for continuing to support our Middle School Incentive 
Program.  Because of the financial support provided, middle school students enjoyed a karaoke 
competition and a Winter Fun Day.  
 

● Thank you to the Sackets Harbor Patriots’ Athletic Booster Club for providing refreshments for our 
Athletic Recognition Nights.  Their ongoing support for our athletic programs and for student athletes is 
appreciated.     
 

 
Your Partner in Education, 
 
Jennifer Gaffney 
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS 

The Kindergarteners have been learning alot. 
In our Science Program (FOSS), we have 
learned about Earth’s materials and how 
important they are for us to live. We will soon 
be taking care of animals and comparing 
animals. Our Kindergarteners have been 
mighty busy practicing their sight words and 
learning to read. They have also started 
addition and subtraction. Keep up the hard 
work Kindergarteners! 

Kindergarten Registration: May 9th and 10th 
we will be holding Kindergarten Registration 
for Kindergarten 2017-2018. Spots are filling 
up fast so if you have not signed your child up 
please do so soon by calling the school 315-
646-1029. 
 
Kindergarten Readiness: 
1. Puts on own coat 
2. Writing his/her name 
3. Recognizing some letters and some  
           Numbers 
 
 
 

   Mrs. Schultes and Mrs. Allen  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Grade Happenings 
No, we haven’t spent our time dreaming of laying on 
the beach in first grade! The first graders have been 
working hard on learning how to compare and contrast 
different versions of Fairy Tales and how they can be 
told from different points of view. They have done this 
using several different types of graphic organizers.  
They have been enjoying hearing the Fractured Fairy 
Tales along with the traditional ones. We still have a lot 
of learning left to do this year.  We will be learning 
about early American explorers, A New Nation…how 
our country was founded, and also about Animals and 
their habitats. We continue to work on our reading skills 
and stress fluent reading and identifying key elements 
of the story as well as point of view.   

In math, the kids have been learning their math facts 
“by heart.”  We made a big “leap” into February and 
March by adding and subtracting tens from larger 
numbers. For our next units, we will “surfing” into 
measurement, telling time, fractions, money, and 
shapes. We can’t wait! 

New to first grade this year is our science program, 
FOSS. We recently finished our first investigation of 
Balance and Motion. Students learned about 
balancing, rolling, spinning and were able to make a 
rollercoaster for marbles as a final project. We will 
continue on with our next investigation of Pebbles, 
Sand and Silt. Everyone is really enjoying these 
activities! 

We are looking forward to a strong finish with this 
wonderful class! 

 

 

Mrs. Goldman and Mrs. Lawler 
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NEWS! 

Second Grade Update 

As we begin our last quarter of school. It’s 
amazing to look back and see how much our 
students have grown.  We are convinced that they 
have all grown two inches!  Moreover, they have 
made outstanding growth as little human 
beings.  They have started to perfect their sense 
of humor and develop great demeanor with their 
classmates.  It is difficult to express how excited 
we are for spring to start and have the opportunity 
to go outside.  We are sure you are feeling that 
ache to break free of the "inside the house "play. 
Coming down with Spring Fever is an 
understatement when it comes to 8 year olds.   
  
We will be working on many fun and exciting 
things for the last 10 weeks of school.  Our 
science related module will focus us on 
studying the building blocks of nutrition.  This 
comes at a great time because we will have the 
opportunity to use our knowledge of cycles in 
nature too make strong connections with different 
foods that are available in various seasons.  This 
is knowledge that is timeless and our classes 
always enjoy it.    
  
In Social Studies we will be studying the War of 
1812 and the Civil War.  Our classes will be 
introduced to many individuals that have greatly 
influenced America.  As teachers we love having 
this unit in second grade.  It allows us 
to reteach the foundations in our Character 
Education Program. Furthermore, it provides 
students with opportunities to make associations 
between their personal life and lives that existed 
before them.  
  
Mathematics continues to be a large focus in our 
Second Grade classrooms.  We would like to 
remind all families that addition and subtraction 
facts (numbers one through 10) should be 
memorized by the beginning of third grade. We 
have been working on each student's fact fluency 
all year and with your help hope to make all 
students proficient by the time they enter third 
grade.  
 

Third Grade News 
 

Third graders are moving into the final 
stretch of the school year with many 
exciting investigations in science and 
math, inquiries in social studies, and 
interesting articles and stories in ELA. 
Here’s what we’ve done and where we are 
heading in the spring: 

Science- The third grade scientists have 
discovered that it is necessary to use a 
standard unit of measurement when 
measuring. They found out that straws and 
paper clips were not good units of measure 
for length and width. Using centimeters and 
meters proved to be much more accurate. 
Also, they experimented with milliliters and 
liters to find volume and capacity of 
containers of liquids instead of vials. 
Measuring mass was fun with grams and 
kilograms. They will be investigating water 
and its states in the next unit and then will 
have some engineering challenges in 
designing packaging.  

ELA:  The students will continue to spend time 
using context clues to determine challenging 
vocabulary and answering text-dependent 
questions using the Scholastic News each 
week.  In addition to that, they will read about 
Ancient Rome and its culture.  They will 
continue to learn how to tackle informational 
text and gain an understanding of what is read. 
Third graders will also be practicing such skills 
as using prefixes, nouns, verbs, adjectives, and 
writing a complete sentence. In addition to 
writing in response to their reading each day the 
students have written narratives, opinion 
writing, and poetry.  They will progress to 
writing summaries and essays.  
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Math: Third graders have mastered 
multiplication using concrete objects and have 
transitioned into memorizing basic 
multiplication facts. They have used 
multiplication to find area. They are solving 
problems every single day using strategies 
learned. They have learned that division 
problems can be solved by using 
multiplication facts. They continue to learn 
how to solve problems with the missing 
numbers.  Currently, students are learning 
about fractions and locating fractions on a 
number line. Telling time to the minute and 
finding elapsed time will be the focus after 
that.   

Social Studies: In third grade we are 
continuing to learn about communities.  We 
are learning how communities are built and 
their histories.  We have learned how 
landforms and natural resources play a role in 
how people build their communities.  We have 
also learned how people protect those 
resources.  Next we will move into the history 
of communities and how they grow and 
change over time.  We are also learning 
about culture and how our cultures make us 
similar and different.  After discovering the 
meaning of culture we will be taking a look at 
how history impacts culture in our world 
today.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Fourth Grade newsletter: 

Jeff Robbins and Steve Baytos 
 
    In Fourth Grade, we are eagerly anticipating 
(not stressing! :) the NYS ELA, Math, and Science 
tests this spring.  Parents should have received a 
notice home about the dates and other various 
information about the tests.  Please make sure 
that your child gets plenty of rest, eats a good 
breakfast, and gets some good exercise during 
testing weeks!  If anyone is interested in sending 
in a snack or special treat on any of these days, 
please feel free! 
    In math, the students are learning about 
fractions and will eventually begin to explore 
decimals.  In ELA, they have become "experts" in 
a Colonial trade, all in preparation to craft their 
own Historical Fiction novels.  Once they finish 
their novels, we will be learning about the "age of 
reform," especially the women's rights 
movement.  In science, the boys and girls have 
been studying sound and light, and in social 
studies we've been learning about the birth and 
growth of our nation.  
    Please continue to read with your child at 
home, and encourage them to study their math 
facts!  With all that we are required to fit in to the 
math curriculum in fourth grade, it leaves little 
time to practice their facts, yet they are so 
important!  Please feel free to contact us if you 
have any questions.  We are looking forward to 
an outstanding last marking period of the school 
year! 
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Mr. Spahn & Mrs. VanOcker 

 In Science we’re delving into the New State 
curriculum.  We’re enjoying all the hands-on activities. 
In math we are working on converting units of 
measure, working with plotting data, and investigating 
geometric shapes.  In ELA, Mr. Spahn’s class is in the 
midst of presenting their State presentations. 

 Our trip to Canada is fast approaching.  
Students will need a photo ID (we have School ID 
cards for this) and a copy of their birth certificate, 
passport, or military ID to cross over into Canada.  
Parents hoping to join us on the trip will also need their 
passport or enhanced driver’s license.  
 
 In ELA and Social studies, the students work 
on writing, reading, and vocabulary skills every day 
during independent work time. The students have 
practiced writing many paragraphs and completed an 
informational essay, already this year.  Their next 
major writing assignment will be an opinion essay.  We 
finished our unit that focused on human rights using 
historical primary source documents and the novel 
Esperanza Rising, by Pam Muñoz Ryan.  For the last 
several weeks have been learning about what makes a 
society complex by researching different innovations 
made by the Ancient Aztec, Maya, and Inca civilization.  
Over the next few months we will continue to learn 
different cultures and societies focusing on how they 
used their natural resources to meet their needs.  We 
will also examine the effects of the explorers who came 
to our country between the 1400s and 1600s.   

5th Grade Holiday Bowling Party 
 

 
 
 

Spark Jr. (3rd -5th grade)    Ray Spahn 

   

 Spring has arrived and with that comes the 
Biking Season for Spark Jr.  
The Biking Club will be biking 
on Fridays starting in April.  

We ride around the 
village and on the activity trail 
that runs around the outskirts 
of the village. We ride from 
2:30- 3:00ish.  

 We are in need of volunteers to lead bike 
trips through the village.  Volunteers need to be 21 
or older and have a bike, a watch, and a phone.  
The more volunteers we have the smaller the 
biking groups and the more enjoyment the children 
experience.  You can volunteer for as few or as 
many biking days as you are available for.  Please 
call the school at 646-3575 and leave a message 
for Ray Spahn to volunteer or if you have any 
questions.     

The usual kickball is also available.     
  

Thank you, Mr. Spahn         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spark Jr.  
Mr. Spahn 
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SACKETS HARBOR 
SADD FUNDRAISER 

 
All proceeds go to the Sackets Harbor After-
Prom Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What: Spaghetti Dinner   
When: Saturday, April 8th 5:00 – 6:45 
Where: Sackets Harbor MPR 
 
Cost: $6 per person, $20 family  
 
There will be basket raffles also! Come and 
support Students Against Destructive 
Decisions!  
 
After the Spaghetti Dinner enjoy the Sackets 
Harbor School Choir 
 
 
 

 
 
The Sackets Harbor 
Choir will present 
Disney's High School 
Musical on Saturday, 
April 8th at 2:00 PM 
and at 7:00 PM. 
Tickets will be $5.00 

each and will be available at the door. We are 
looking forward to presenting this musical to the 
public. 
 
Thank you for supporting the Sackets Harbor 
Music Department.    

 

 

5th Grade School Store 
  

 The 5th graders 
are running their 
school store.  They 

are raising money to 
offset the cost of their 

end- of-the-year field trip to Upper 
Canada Village in Canada.  The field 
trip allows the students a hands-on 
experience to reinforce the information 
they have learned about colonial life in 
Social Studies.  It also gives many their 
first experience of visiting a foreign 
country.   
 Our school store has all the 
standard school items:  pencils, 
mechanical pencils, pens, notebooks, 
pocket folders, erasers, and 
sharpeners.  The store also has 
whiteboard markers and erasers.  It 
also has fun items that students can 
purchase.  The store has new items for 
sale every week.  The store is open 
7:50-8:00, M-F. 
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ODYSSEY OF THE MIND NEWS! 

Congratulations to our Odyssey of the Mind 
teams for an awesome job at the regional 
competition last Saturday!!  

Two of our elementary and middle school 
teams took first place in their Divisions and 
will be going on to the State Competition in 
April. 

 

Division I  
Spontaneous Spartans 
1st place winners 
Coach Mildren and  
Coach Ketcham’s Team 
Thomas Ketcham 
Nyah Chiodi 
Sophia Cocco 
Catherine Ketcham 
Dean Mildren 
 
Division II 
4th place 
Team Margaret & Frank 
Coach DeVito’s Team 
Molly Miller 
Rayne Peterson 
Sophia DeVito 
Eric Gayne 
Sara Thorp 
Nicolas Arthur 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Division II  
Team Duckfoot 
1st place winners 
Coach Chamberlain’s Team 
Maddie Chamberlain 
Carson Chamberlain 
John Ketcham 
Christina Donders 
Abby Flint 
Delaney Tamm 
 
Division III  
The Happy Little Trees 
2nd place winners 
Coach Elliott’s Team 
Amy Nans 
Riley Nans 
Adam Gayne 
Paige Miller 
Kaitlyn Elliott 
 

 

 

ODYSSEY PICTURES 
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Math Department News   
Mr. Lagos, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Gayne and 

Mrs. Timerman 
 

There a quite a few vocabulary words that are 
used throughout the secondary levels of common 
core mathematics. The following are critical terms 
that students in grades six through twelve come 
across frequently: 

• Justify means to show work that supports 
your answer. A justification can be as 
simple as writing down what you typed into 
your calculator to obtain the answer. 

• Explain means to write complete 
sentences in support of your answer. An 
explanation should always include the 
word “because.” 

• Simplify means to do as many operations 
as possible and to be certain your answer 
is reduced if it is a fraction. 

• Equivalent means always equal no matter 
what value you use for your variable. For 
example 2x + 3x is equivalent to 5x. 

• Solve means to find ALL values of the 
variable that make a statement true. 

This is the time of year to begin preparing for state 
exams, whether they are grades 3-8 or regents 
exams at the high school level. Review classes 
will begin in May for high school classes so be on 
the lookout for a schedule of times. Review 
classes are held after school, but a few teachers 
also offer before school review classes. If you 
have any questions, just contact your child’s 
teacher. 

As always, remember the importance of the 
Problem of the Week assignments!  These 
assignments are critical to preparing students for 
their state tests. Any poor grades on these weekly 
assignments indicate a lack of effort on the 
student’s part.  The math department is available 
most days after school to help, so please take 
advantage of us! 

 

Helping Your Child Manage  
Test Stress 

 
Mrs. Tocornal, Mrs. Bashaw, and Ms. Piiparinen 

Many students feel stress when presented with 
any type of test.  There are many things that can 
be done to help create a positive testing 
experience for all students.  Encourage your son 
or daughter to: 

*Develop good sleep habits 
*Attend school regularly 
*Develop good study habits  
*Gather needed materials before test day 
*Relax the night before a test 
*Keep the morning routine calm 
*Eat a healthy breakfast 
*Wear comfortable clothes  
*Use positive self-talk “I can do this!” 
*Take deep breaths 
*Remember another test done well 
*Imagine receiving a high grade 
 

When students feel your parental support and 
understand that test anxiety is quite common, it 
often helps them feel more relaxed.  Remember to 
send your son or daughter off on a test day with a 
few words of encouragement. 

 

Color Guard 

That wasn’t a drop. It was a “floor catch.” 

We are preparing for 
marching band season.  It is 
going very well.  We will be 
marching to The Batman 
Theme from The Dark Knight 
movie in 1989.  It was 
composed by Danny Elfman. 
Of course, I will be giving 

new members their uniform tops.  They need to get 
black capri leggings and cheap white (ALL white) 
canvas sneakers and low all white ankle socks to 
complete their ensemble. An email will be sent home 
to parents soon letting you know of our parade 
schedule when I receive it.   
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Mrs.    Gillett 
Science 7 

 
  
Father, 
Mother and 
their 3 sons, 
John (the 
oldest), Mike 
(middle) and 
Steve 
(youngest) are 
conversing 

around the table after dinner. The subject of 
traits of parents being passed on to children 
comes up. The Father says, "John has my eyes, 
Mike has my creativity, and Steve has my 
intelligence." Steve responds, "Daddy, what's 
intelligence?"  
 
We have completed cell reproduction and are 
moving on to heredity.  Soon Punnett 
Squares will be used to predict traits of 
offspring.  We will use a virtual lab to study 
hair color inheritance in mice. There is lots to 
learn from now until June including topics like 
bacteria, adaptations, ecology, and human 
body systems.  We will continue to use 
Amoeba Sister’s video clips to reinforce what 
we are learning.  We will have a final exam in 
June.  The information will be emailed to all 
parents when it is determined.   

 

CHEMISTRY 

My chemistry teacher 
threw sodium chloride at me! That’s a salt! 

We are currently in the kinetics and equilibrium 
unit.   When that is completed, we will discuss 

topics from now until June involving organic 
chemistry, oxidation and reduction, acids, bases, 
and salts, and nuclear chemistry.  In lab, we will  

make ice cream, do acid-base titrations, and 
possibility do a ceiling tile project.  We will be 
doing regents review every third lab meeting 
from now until the end of the year. The regents is 
in June.  An email will be sent home to notify 
parents when afternoon review classes will start. 

Exploring Physical Science 

  

What kind of dogs do chemist have? Laboratory 
retrievers! 

We have recently 
finished our project on 
the mole unit.  We had 
students choose to make 
a poem, make a poster, 
or make a game to 
educate their classmates 

about this unit.  Each student presented their 
project.  They will be displayed outside my 
classroom soon. Their periodic table projects and 
their atom projects are decorating the hallways as 
we speak.  The best of those projects will be 
moved to our STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, art, and math) room to serve as 
decorations to perk up this classroom. We are 
working on chemical bonding right now.  Future 
topics include physical behavior of matter, 
organic chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. There 
will be a final exam.  When the date is 
determined, an email will be sent out to parents 
stating the day(s).  
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ENGLISH NEWS 
Ms. Montrois 

 
English 11- The juniors are finishing Macbeth and 
preparing for the Common Core Regents by studying 
text analysis and practicing multiple-choice questions. 
Students are also reading a book of choice. 
 

AP English- Students will finish up the Wuthering 
Heights unit and then will begin reading Khaled 
Hosseini’s The Kite Runner. In addition, we will 
continue to study different AP Literary Terms and 
allusions. We will also continue to work on AP multiple 
choice questions and essays. 
 

English 101- Students are in the midst of English 101, 
through JCC’s EDGE Program, and they started the 
semester by reading Stephen Chbosky’s The Perks of 
Being a Wallflower. They have completed their cause 
and effect essay about the various stresses faced by 
adolescents and will continue to write about issues 
relating to teens. 
Yearbook- Students are busy working on basketball 
and cheerleading pages, the underclassmen section, 
and are working on the various slide shows for the end 
of the year. Using Picaboo (our online yearbook 
company) is allowing students to be more creative than 
ever, and they are very excited about sharing the final 
product with everyone in June. Yearbooks can be 
purchased through the Niahoure Storefont at any time, 
and when you purchase your yearbook online, you will 
receive 4 free personalized pages! You can access the 
Niahoure Storefront by going to: 
https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/. 

 

Middle School English 
Mrs. Nohle 

 
It’s hard to believe that the year is winding down and 
we are beginning to plan for our end of the year 
activities.  Information for each specific grade level is 
listed below.  

The ninth grade honors class will be completing their 
final novel and an in class debate.  The debate is 
connected to the ideas and themes from the story. 

 Students in seventh grade will be spending a great 
deal of time working on their argumentative research 
projects.  This is a long term assignment which will 
include the selection of a topic, research, writing, and 
the planning and presentation of a project.   

Students in sixth grade will complete a final class novel 
and the accompanying activities which go along with it.  
Additionally, Mrs. Gayne and I have several engaging 
end of the year activities planned.  At the end of the 
school year students will be bringing their journals 
home.  These are very detailed and specific memories 
of this school year and would be a wonderful memento 
to save.    

Thank you for sharing your child with me this year, I 
have thoroughly enjoyed my time with each and every 
one of them this year. Please remember to incorporate 
reading and writing into your summer plans.  Have a 
wonderful summer with your family, stay safe and try 
something new.    

English 8: The State Assessment in ELA is March 28, 
29, and 30. They are very well-prepared. After the 
exam, our focus will be on grammar and creative 
writing.  

English 
Mrs. Esposito 

 
English 9: Students will be working on the argument 
unit and grammar. 

English 10: Students will take a practice Regents-type 
exam in preparation for their final in English 10. They 
are also reading and reading fiction stories and poetry 
that focus on archetypal themes and symbols. 
Students will also review SAT style grammar. This 
grammar unit will prepare those who are taking the 
SAT their junior year. The unit will also help them 
improve their writing.  

English 12: Students are working on grammar and 
reading passages that they will see on Accuplacer 
exams. Accuplacer exams are given to most students 
entering a two-year or four-year college. Colleges use 
the results of these exams to place students in 
appropriate English classes. Our hope is that our 
students will be placed in English 101. In addition, 
students are writing argumentative paragraphs and 
essays in preparation for entering English 101 their 
freshman year. 

https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/
https://niahoure2017.picaboo.com/
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Sixth Grade Math, Social Studies, 
and Science 

 

In social studies we will round out the year by 
studying Ancient Rome and trade routes, 
such as the Silk Road. 

We have been working with ratios in math. 
Our Pi Day celebration was awesome!  We 
will be ending our year with some statistics 
and integer operations.  We will be holding 
our Math Field Day in June.  Anyone 
interested in making a donation for our t-shirts 
or volunteering at a station should contact me 
at lgayne@sacketspatriots.org.  

In science we will be completing FOSS labs 
on weather and planetary science.  One Unit 
is called “Save the Penguins”.  I can’t wait to 
complete that lab! 

Here are some pictures of our Athens vs. 
Sparta Competitions… 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

mailto:lgayne@sacketspatriots.org
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Art DepArtment 
Teacher: Ron Burris 
Students in art class continue to work with a 
variety of materials including tempera and 
acrylic paints, pencil, watercolors, markers, 
collage, and mixed media.   The curriculum 
includes the role of an artist in society, 
recognizing visual art as a form of 
communication and expression, and 
identifying the all-important Elements and 
Principles of art.  Art history instruction is 
incorporated throughout the year to enhance 
the experience of each student artist.   
New to the department is the Student Art 
Gallery, featuring a variety of works created 
by students throughout the year.  We are 
extremely proud of the Gallery and hope you 
make the time to visit.  The Art classroom and 
Gallery are located on the bottom level as you 
enter the main entrance of the school.  

Dates to Remember: 

Sackets Harbor Central School Student Gallery 
Opening: To be announced  

Tri-County Art Show:  Monday, May 8 through 
Wednesday, May 18, 2017 
Dulles State Office Building, Watertown, NY 
 
Opening and Awards Ceremony:  
6:00-9:00 on Monday, May 8, 2017 

Art Club Field Trip: Friday, June 2, 2017 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: 1) Kindergarten students Sawyer 
Washburn, Jude Lavarnway, Elliott Martinez, and 
Aiden Conway enjoy creating sculptures out of Paper-
Mache.    

2) Seventh grader, Mikeal Patnode views the many 
works displayed in the gallery.  

3) A variety of sculptures displayed in the Gallery. 
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EARTH SCIENCE AND LIVING ENVIRONMENT 
STUDENTS: 

 

• Just a reminder that finishing labs is an 
essential requirement for both courses.   
 

• Daily review is an easy, effective way to 
achieve greater success! 
 

• In May, Living Environment students will 
go to Minna Anthony Nature Center, 
funded in part by a NYS Parks Grant.  
They will explore ecosystems and the 
impacts of invasive species.  Similarly, 
they will meet with Environmental 
Stewards assigned to the Sackets Harbor 
Battlefield State Park, to learn about what 
our own Historic Park is doing about 
invasive species. 
 

• Earth science students will have their end 
of the year field trip in June, an 
introduction to whitewater rafting as well 
as a glimpse of hydroelectric power 
generation.  This adventure helps build 
self-confidence for many students, 
requires team work and directly relates to 
numerous topics of the earth science 
curriculum.  Thanks to the community for 
supporting the Christmas tree fundraiser 
that helps make this experience possible! 
 

ENVIROTHON TEAM 

In preparation for the County competition at the 
end of April, our team had two field trips.  In the 
fall we went to Thompson Park Conservancy for a 
wildlife program.  In March we visited Murcrest 
Farms in Copenhagen and Jefferson County Soil 
and Water Conservation to learn about soils and 
sustainable farming operations that protect natural 
resources.  Both trips were supported by a 
generous donation from Apex Wind Energy.  
Thank you Apex, and stay tuned for the results of 
the County Envirothon! 

 

MARINE BIOLOGY ADVENTURERS  

Thanks to the community for supporting our 
various fundraising events, to help send our 
students explore the ecology of the Florida Keys 
at the end of the school year!  We will continue to 
accept returnable empties throughout the spring! 

UP-COMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS: 

• Saturday, March 25 Can/Bottle Collection        
and drop-off at the Greenhouse 

• Tuesday, April 4 is the Pasta Night Dinner, 
Prepared by Master Chef Jen Derouin 

• Spring Wash at the Fire Station .... A Sunny 
Saturday in May! 

Think Spring! 
 
Patriot Pride Day is going to be on May 12, 2017, 
rain date May 15th.  Our K-12 students will be 
doing various projects at school and in the village 
to help beautify our community and show our 
thanks for all our community does for us!  If you 
have a special project you would like our students 
to undertake, please call Mr. Berie at 646-3575 or 
email rberie@sacketspatriots.org. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:rberie@sacketspatriots.org
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Sackets Harbor Central School 

PTO 

 
Thank you to all of the students that gathered 
pledges for our Second Annual Spell-A-Thon.  We 
raised over $1000 with your help.  This money will 
help us continue to pay for elementary field trips 
and other events.   

Thank you for supporting our Spring Book Fair.  
With your help we once again reached our sales 
goal of $2500 which will help us to purchase 
another Smart Board for the school.  It was nice to 
see so many students come out and dance, we 
hope to do this again soon!  Thank you to Mr. 
Burns for his wonderful DJ skills and teaching us 
a few new dance moves! 

Spring pictures was held on March 24th, 
remember that if you do not want to purchase any 
of the pictures that they need to be returned.  If 
they are all returned we will have another bicycle 
to raffle off at the end of the year celebration.  So, 
please return any pictures you do not wish to 
purchase. 

We will be sponsoring an USBORNE card 
fundraiser in April.  There will be three different 
boxed sets of 30 cards for purchase at $30 each.  
Order forms will be sent home soon. 

The PTO and the Art Department are sponsoring 
a Paint Night for Children grades 1-5 on April 6th 
from 5:30-7 pm, cost is $10.  Space is limited so 
please contact Brenda at (315) 778-9437 via 
phone or text to reserve a spot.   

 

 

 
The K-5 students at Sackets Harbor 

collected over $1,000 in donations from family 
members and friends for our American Heart 
Association’s Jump Rope for Heart fundraiser.  
This was an outstanding effort from our students 
in our 3rd annual event! 

 The PE department is anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of warmer weather.  Please remember 
that once we begin going outside, it may be 
helpful to store an older pair of sneakers at school 
for outdoor use.  Morning PE classes may 
encounter wet grass from overnight dew or light 
rain.  Sandals and flip-flops are extremely 
comfortable footwear but students need sneakers 
to participate in PE or to play on the playground.  
Also, it may be helpful to send a light jacket or 
sweatshirt with your child so they may stay 
comfortable while outdoors. 

 Middle and High school students should 
expect to go outdoors as often as possible as 
well.  We will be doing units in softball, Frisbee, 
walking, and team handball just to name a few.  
We will also be completing our post assessment, 
measuring our strength, cardiovascular 
endurance, agility and muscular endurance 
against the same activities we performed in the 
fall. 
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SPANISH NEWS 
Mrs. Matukas and Mrs. Berie 

 
7th grade: 
Students have just begun a new project researching a 
Spanish-speaking country from the Caribbean.  This 
project will help students begin to understand the 
culture of Spanish speaking nations in the Caribbean, 
their similarities and their differences, to us and each 
other.  They will also continue to work on language 
skills and begin to prepare for their final. 
 
Spanish I: 
Spanish One students are making great progress 
learning about food, families, and celebrations, and 
how to talk about them in Spanish.  They also continue 
to make progress speaking about events and situations 
that are related to the content of their unit of 
study.  For example, students are presently practicing 
ordering food in Spanish, telling a server what they 
need, and commenting on the food.  In the next unit 
they will practice speaking about what their rooms look 
like and where items and places are located in their 
rooms and the community. 
 
Spanish IV:  
This is an exciting time for students in Spanish IV.  We 
are completing a chapter which is very heavy in 
grammar and they've done an excellent job tackling 
complicated concepts.  They have also just begun a 
large-scale research project about a Spanish or Latino 
artist of their choice.  In this project they will need to 
become mini-experts on a artist's life, style of work, 
what it meant, etc., etc.  This exploration helps 
students understand the culture of Spanish-speakers 
and how culture and events of a time period shape the 
arts.  This will also be used as part of the Seal of Bi-
literacy for those students pursuing it.   
 
5th Grade Spanish: 
Students are doing an excellent job of learning the 
body parts in Spanish.  Ask your student if s/he can 
sing the song Head, shoulder, knees, and toes.  If your 
student needs help you can always go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlYpkpAB8k8 
 
6th grade:  
students have done a really fantastic job of learning to 
tell time in Spanish.  This is a challenging concept for 
older students so it was exciting to see younger 
students succeed.  Students also have mastered 
classes and are doing well saying which is their favorite 
and who a particular teacher is. 
 

News from the Social Studies Department  

This is an exciting time of year for the Social 
Studies Department.  In many of our classes we 
are developing a better understanding of historical 
events in which the students recognize 
connections to modern day issues.  Regardless if 
it is an 8th grade discussion on FDR’s Social 
Security legislation, or an inquiry on the causes of 
the Cold War, the students are recognizing how 
these events have influenced modern day society.  
It is also a stressful time for our students as they 
begin their preparation for their final exams.  We 
will need to move as quickly as possible to finish 
our curriculum while allowing enough time to 
review for the final exams.  As a reminder the 7th, 
8th, and 9th Grade classes, in addition to the 
seniors enrolled in Economics, will take a final 
exam that will be created by members of our 
Social Studies Department (these exams will 
cover all of the material we worked on this year 
and will count as 20% of their overall average).  
ALL students enrolled in 10th grade Global Studies 
and 11th Grade US History and Government will 
take a NYS Regents at the end of June and will 
be required to earn a passing grade to get credit 
for the course (assuming that they also pass the 
class).  The AP US History students will, in 
addition to the NYS Regents, take an Advance 
Placement exam on the morning of May 5th.  I 
would encourage the students and the parents to 
keep an eye out for the scheduled review classes, 
held after school in the month of May, for all 
Regents exams.  The Social Studies Department 
again would encourage anyone with questions or 
concerns to contact us here at school (call 315-
646-3575 or find our email on the school website).  
It has been a pleasure working with the students 
this year, and we look forward to a successful 
completion to the school year.    
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jonna St.Croix 
Greg Burns 
Sean Haley 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlYpkpAB8k8
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   Business & Health Education News 

Mr. Fingar 
 
 
High School Health 

We are discussing alcohol and drugs, their abuse, and the affect they 
have on our bodies, relationships, and society.  Our last units include the 
immune system, and communicable & non-communicable diseases. 

Keyboarding 

We are continuing to learn how to touch type using various Internet 
keyboarding websites to enhance our accuracy and speed.  The 
students are learning this valuable skill that they will use the rest of 
their lives. 

Sports Marketing 

We are learning about sports products and price decisions, sports market 
research and outlets, as well as the economic impact sports have in our 
society.  We are also wrapping up our sports franchise using our computer 
simulation program.   

Computer Software Applications 

We are finishing our Scratch Unit and then continue coding by 
exploring Python and JavaScript.  We will finish up by learning web 
applications options that can be valuable resources for high school 
and beyond. 

7th Grade Health 

We are discussing the affects alcohol has on our bodies, relationships, and 
society.  The last units of the year will cover drug use and abuse, the immune 
system, and communicable & non-communicable diseases. 

7th Software Exploration 

Soon we will be building our Microsoft Excel skills.  Students will be 
creating dynamic spreadsheets using different formulas, editing fonts 
and page layouts, sorting data, and creating and formatting 
accompanying charts.  We will then be finishing up the class with our 
unit on PowerPoint presentations.   Students will work with different 
themes, transitions, text variations, clipart, photos, and sounds. 
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SPRING HEALTH REMINDERS 
Happy Spring!!! 

******Continue to take everyday precautions against the FLU!****** 
 

Asthma/Allergy Action Plans: Seasonal Allergy and Asthma Action Plans are important to review and update 
with your health care provider. Learn what your child’s triggers are - pollen, grass, molds, temperature changes, 
exercise, smoke, perfumes, pesticides? Please keep the Health Office updated. Children deserve allergy and 
asthma friendly homes and schools. 

Immunization Schedules: The Department of Health (DOH) always strives to keep us healthy. The most recent 
immunization schedule from the DOH is posted on the School’s website and will be updated as new schedules 
are provided. 

 BEFORE SCHOOL THIS SEPTEMBER: 

       Please check with your doctor to see whether or not your child needs any vaccines. Students who are 
not up-to-date will not be allowed to attend school until they are vaccinated. 

Seniors & College Bound Students: 

      A copy of your child’s immunization record will be mailed home near the end of May. 

Kindergarten Students for 2017: 

      Kindergarten health and registration packets are available in the Health Office or the District Office. 
These packets have all the information needed to get your child ready for school.  Kindergarten 
Registration/Screeening is May 9th & May 10th. Please call the Main Office at 646-1029 to schedule an 
appointment time. 

2017-2018 Sport Physicals for student athletes in grades 7-12th: 

      Athletes are required to have a yearly physical. Physicals are good for 1 year from the date of the 
physical.  Our School Physician, Dr. Cappon, will be here for sport physicals in early June. Permission forms 
for a school physical will be sent home in early May. If a student athlete does not have a school physical, 
then a private physical must be obtained prior to starting any sport.   Annual sport packets will be mailed 
out late summer. All forms must be completed prior to starting any practices. 

2017-2018 Health Appraisals: 

      All students entering grades K, 2, 4, 7, 10 are required to have a physical as well as a dental health 
certificate completed for school attendance. School health forms are available in the Health Office as well as 
on the school’s website. A print out of the student’s office visit from their doctor is also acceptable.  

To wrap up this school year: 

     Medication pick up reminders will be sent home early June 2017. Students are not allowed to transport 
any medications unless they are considered self-carry/self-administer from their physician.  

HAVE A HEALTHY SPRING! 

Have any questions? Please call Mrs. Johannessen RN, BSN in the Health Office at 646-3419. 
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Speech & Language News!  
Ms. Smith & Mrs. Cooper 

Happy Spring!!  This is a perfect time of year to talk about seasons.  There are so many great topics 
during this time of year including weather, plants, rain, flowers, and animals. This is also the perfect 
time of year to take learning outside and experience nature! 

Get outside and plant flowers.  Involve your child in the entire process: buying the seeds, the pot, and 
the soil, planting the seeds, watering them each day, and watching them grow! Have fun getting a little 
muddy! 

• Working on sequencing will help your child explain and describe events or actions.  Use words such 
as first, next, then, and last. You can do this before, during, or after activities such as reading a book, 
planting seeds, or going to the store. 

-“First we need to get in the car.”                        

-"What do we need to do last?”            

-“Next we will get milk and then we will get cheese.” 

-“How do you plant a flower? What do we do first?”       

• Put an emphasis on comparing and contrasting, or telling about how things are similar and how they 
are different. You can practice doing this with different bugs, including butterflies, clothes, food, and 
more! Start basic, with easy traits such as color or size! 

-“This butterfly is orange, but this one is blue!”                       

-“These are both toys, but one is big and one is small.” 

-“Raspberries are sweet, but chips are salty!” 

-“Raspberries and strawberries are both sweet foods.” 

• Focus on social language.  Encourage your child to keep his/her body in the group when around 
groups of others. Last, encourage them to think about others.  This will help them to develop 
perspective taking skills.  Below are some ideas of things to work on: 

-Turn-taking during games                       

-Saying “hello” and “goodbye” in response to others 

-Answering questions about him/herself 

-Participating in conversation for several minutes            

  

 Source: Shannon Lisowe- Speech Musings 
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Class Leaders Are Announced 
Sackets Harbor Central School is proud to announce the academic leaders of the Class of 2017: 

Hannah Oram, Valedictorian 
Daughter of Robert Oram & Kelly Bessel 
 
Kevin Brazie, Salutatorian 
Son of Matthew & Heike Brazie 
 
Alexis Crandall, Career Program Winner 
Daughter of Thomas Crandall & Julie Houghmaster 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hannh Oram has earned the distinction of Valedictorian for the 

Sackets Harbor Central School Class of 2017 with a grade point average of a 
98.17.  Hannah has earned this honor by being diligent and hard-working with 
regard to her studies.  Hannah has earned good grades while taking 
challenging classes.  As a junior, she took AP English Literature and 
Composition and AP United States History, in addition to other challenging 
courses, such as Chemistry, Common Core Algebra 2, and Anatomy & 
Physiology.  She scored a 4 on the AP U.S. History exam.  This year, Hannah 
is taking college courses, such as, Pre-calculus, Calculus 1, Introduction to 

Sociology, Introduction to Psychology, and English Research & Composition.   
Hannah’s academic accomplishments have been recognized by her induction into both Spanish 

National Honor Society and National Honor Society.  Also, as a junior, Hannah was a recipient of the 
St. Lawrence University Augsbury-North Country Scholarship and the University of Rochester’s Xerox 
Award for Innovation and Information Technology.  Additionally, Hannah represented our school as our 
Academic All-Star on WWNY News 7.   

Hannah is involved in extra-curricular activities.  Outside of school she participates in dance.  
She is a member of both our varsity soccer and cheerleading teams, serving as a captain for both 
teams during her senior year.  Also, Hannah serves as a “big” in our Patriot Pals program, which is a 
program similar to the Big Brothers Big Sisters organization.  Additionally, Hannah is a member of 
Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) and has served as President of this club for the past 
two years.  In addition, Hannah has served as the President of her graduating class for the past four 
years. Hannah is also a member of the American Legion’s Junior Auxiliary program. 

Hannah has been accepted to St. Lawrence University, SUNY Geneseo, and the University of 
Rochester.  She plans to study biology and pursue a pre-med path in college. 
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 Kevin Brazie has earned the distinction of Salutatorian for the Sackets 
Harbor Central School Class of 2017 with a grade point average of a 
97.18.  Kevin has earned this honor by displaying a dedicated work-ethic 
toward his studies.  He has earned good grades despite taking a 
challenging slate of courses.  As a junior, Kevin took AP English Literature 
and Composition and AP United States History.  He scored a 4 on the AP 
U.S. History exam.  This year, Kevin is taking college courses, such as 
Pre-Calculus, Calculus 1, and English Research & Composition.   
 Kevin is involved in extra-curricular endeavors.  He has been an on-air 

member of our Whiz Quiz trivia team.  Also, Kevin is a member of our varsity soccer team.  As a junior, 
Kevin played on the varsity baseball team as well.  Additionally, as a freshman and sophomore, he was 
a member of our junior varsity soccer and basketball teams.  In addition, Kevin has served as a 
volunteer on the Youth Court of Jefferson County throughout his high school career.  
   Kevin’s academic accomplishments have been recognized by his induction into both National 
Honor Society and Spanish National Honor Society.  Kevin was also the recipient of the University of 
Rochester’s Honorary Bausch & Lomb Science Award. 
 This past summer, Kevin participated in the Summer Leadership Experience at West Point.  
Kevin will be attending the United States Military Academy.  He is considering a major in engineering.   
 

 

 

 

 Alexis Crandall has been named the Career Program winner for the 
Sackets Harbor Central School Class of 2017.  Alexis is currently enrolled in 
the New Vision Health program at BOCES.  She has demonstrated a strong 
commitment to her education both at Sackets Harbor Central School and at 
BOCES.  Alexis ranks third overall in her class with a grade point average of 
a 96.48.  This year, in addition to the New Vision Health program, Alexis is 
taking a full slate of courses including college classes in English, sociology, 
and psychology.   

Alexis’s academic accomplishments have been recognized by her 
induction into both National Honor Society and Spanish National Honor 
Society; she serves as secretary of National Honor Society.  Also, as a junior, 
Alexis was a recipient of the St. Lawrence University Augsbury-North Country 

Scholarship. 
Alexis is very involved in extra-curricular endeavors.  She participates in dance outside of 

school.  In school, she is a member of our cheerleading team, serving as a captain this past season.  
Also, Alexis is the Vice-President of Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD).  Additionally, 
Alexis serves as a “big” in our Patriot Pals program. 

Alexis plans to attend Kings College in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania in the fall where she will be 
enrolled in the college’s direct entry Physician Assistant program.     
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Junior Job Shadow Program 
On April 26th, the juniors will have the opportunity to shadow somebody for one day in a career field that 
they are interested in.  The School Counseling Office will be assisting students with getting job shadow 
placements based on their interests.  Please call Mrs. Moore at 646-3329 with any questions about this 
program. 
 
 
Career Jam for 8th Graders!!! 
On May 18th our 8th graders will be headed to the Watertown Arena and Fairgrounds for Career Jam!  
Career Jam is an event where students will be able to learn more about the following career areas: 
 
 

*Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources  *Hospitality & Tourism 
*Architecture & Construction   *Human Services 
*Arts, A/V, Technology & Communications *Information Technology 
*Business Management & Administration *Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security 
*Education & Training     *Manufacturing 
*Finance      *Marketing 
*Government & Public Administration  *STEM 
*Health Sciences    *Transportation, Distribution & Logistics   
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“Keeping You Connected!” 
Sackets Harbor Alumni Association 

  

The annual Alumni Banquet will be held on 

Friday, June 23, 2017  

  

We hope you can join us for an exciting weekend of celebration. 

Start with a wonderful dinner to share with past classmates, friends, and acquaintances to 
celebrate the accomplishments of the 2017 Senior Class. 

  

Place: Sackets Harbor American Legion 

Date: Friday, June 23, 2017 

6:00 PM - Join us for a Social Hour  

7:00 PM - Enjoy a complete Roast Pork dinner including dessert 

  

Join us to reminisce with your former classmates from your high school year! 

 

If you need help arranging local accommodations, or celebrating a milestone anniversary,  

Or simply need additional information regarding this year’s alumni event, 
 

Please contact: Sarah Rogers @ 315-786-7889 sjrogers67@gmail.com or 

Kelly Harrienger@ 315-408-3362 kjharrienger@yahoo.com 

Join us on Facebook: Sackets Harbor Alumni Association 

 

Stay connected – Your alumni dues not only keep you on our mailing list,  

but help to support the Sackets Harbor Alumni Scholarship program each year! 

  

Reminder: Join us on Saturday, June 24, 2017 for this year’s graduation ceremony - 

Scheduled to begin at 10:30 AM in the Herbert Huttemann Gymnasium. 
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RSVP by June 9th Seating is limited to 225 reservations! 

Don’t forget to send in your annual dues! 

Please help update our Alumni mailing list by enclosing  

your family members’ current mailing and e-mail addresses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Please detach and return this form with your remittance 

 

Last Name ___________ (Maiden) ____________ First Name ____________Year Graduated _____ 

 

Last Name ___________ (Maiden) ____________ First Name ____________Year Graduated _____ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone: ___________________ E-Mail_________________________________________________ 

 

Alumni Dues ($6 Each) $_______ Banquet Dinners ($19.00 Each) $__________ 

 

Scholarship Donation $________ Total Amount Enclosed $___________ 

 

Be sure to RSVP early with payment - we are pleased to reserve a seat for you at this year’s banquet! 

 

Please make check or money order payable to the Sackets Harbor Central School (SHCS) Alumni Association and 
return it along with this completed form to the following address:  

Ms. Julia Dame – Sackets Harbor Alumni Association 
20368 Burton Road Sackets Harbor, NY 13685 – 3111 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING, BUDGET VOTE AND ELECTION 
SACKETS HARBOR CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

TOWN OF HOUNSFIELD, COUNTY OF JEFFERSON, NEW YORK 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing of the qualified voters of the Sackets Harbor 
Central School District, Jefferson County, Sackets Harbor, New York, will be held in the School Cafeteria 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at 5:00 P.M. for the presentation of the budget and Capital Improvement 
Project. 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a special public hearing of the qualified voters of the Sackets 
Harbor Central School District, Jefferson County, Sackets Harbor, NY, will be held in the School 
Cafeteria Tuesday, April 25, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. for the presentation of the Capital Improvement Project. 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the annual meeting of the qualified voters of the Sackets Harbor 
Central School District of the Town of Hounsfield, Jefferson County, New York, will be held at the 
Sackets Harbor Central School in said District on 
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 between the hours of 1:00 PM and 8:00 PM, at which time the polls will be 
opened to vote upon the following items: 
 
1. To adopt the annual budget of the School District for the fiscal year 2017-2018 and to authorize  
              the requisite portion thereof to be raised by taxation on the taxable property of the District. 
 
2. To elect 1 member of the Board for a 5-year term commencing July 1, 2017 and expiring on 

June 30, 2022.   
 

AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that applications for absentee ballots for election of school 
board members, adoption of annual budget may be applied for at the office of the District Clerk at 
least 7 days before the election if the ballot is to be mailed to the voter, or the day before the election 
if the ballot is to be delivered personally to the voter; that a list of all persons to whom absentee 
ballots shall have been issued will be available in the said office of the clerk on each of the five days 
prior to the day of election, during regular business hours, except Saturdays, Sundays and holidays.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a copy of the statement of the amount of money which 
will be required to fund the School District’s budget for  
2017-2018 exclusive of public monies, may be obtained by any resident of the District during business 
hours beginning Wednesday, April 19, 2017, at the Sackets Harbor Central School. 
 
AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that petitions nominating candidates for the office of member 
of the Board of Education shall be filed with the Clerk of said School District at her office in the Sackets 
Harbor Central School, not later than Monday, April 17, 2017, between 9:00 AM and 5:00 P.M.  Each 
petition shall be directed to the Clerk of the District and shall be signed by at least 25 voters of the 
District, must state the name and residence of the candidate and shall describe the specific vacancy for 
which the candidate is nominated. 
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AND NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that the order of names of candidates on the ballot will be determined by 
lot one day after the final date for filing petitions.  The drawing by lot will be conducted by the School 
District Clerk, with the clerk authorized to act as proxy if candidate is not present in person, or by 
person designated in proxy to accomplish the drawing, on Tuesday, April 18, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. EDT in 
the School District Office. 
 
AND FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the qualified voters of the School District shall be 
entitled to vote at said annual vote and election.  A qualified voter is one who is (1) a citizen of the 
United States of America, (2) eighteen years of age or older, and (3) resident within the School District 
for a period of thirty (30) days next preceding the annual vote and election.  The School District may 
require all persons offering to vote at the budget vote and election to provide one form of proof of 
residency pursuant to Education Law §2018-c.  Such form may include a driver’s license, a non-driver 
identification card, a utility bill, or a voter registration card.  Upon offer of proof of residency, the 
School District may also require all persons offering to vote to provide their signature, printed name 
and address. 

 
    PROPOSITION #1  
 
RESOLVED, THAT THE Board of Education of Sackets Harbor Central School District, County of Jefferson, 
is hereby authorized and directed to purchase one 59 passenger wheel-chair equipped diesel school 
bus, and expend therefore a sum not exceeding $126,927.00 which said sum of $126,927.00 or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, shall be raised by tax on the taxable property of the School District 
to be collected in annual installments, and to issue obligations of the School District therefore in 
accordance with the Education Law and local Finance Law. 
 

    PROPOSITION #2  

 

Do the qualified voters of the District approve a capital project to provide capital improvements 
inside and outside the K-12 Building and to the Bus Garage, at a maximum estimated cost not to 
exceed $7,942,406, and to take $1,700,000 from the Capital Reserve Fund for the Project, and to 
finance by the issuance of serial bonds a maximum amount not to exceed $6,242,406? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

 

Education law 2018-a&b has been amended by Chapter 109 effective July 1, 1999 that absentee 
ballots must be made available. 

 

QUALIFIED VOTER is eligible for an absentee ballot if he/she:  

 

1. Is absent from district while polls are open due to business, occupation or studies 
2. Is confined to a hospital or jail 
3. Has a physical disability or illness preventing appearance at polls 
4. Is absent due to vacation (includes retirees) 
 

Applications will be available in the District Office for qualified voters on 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017. 

 

Please Note:  The Sackets Harbor Central School District must be your permanent residence.  Proof 
may be your drivers' license or where you file your state income tax. 

 

Sheri Rose 
District Clerk 

March 2017 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

April 3-5 Grades 3-8 ELA Make-Ups  

April 4 Parent/Teacher Conference – EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 PM 

April 4 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conference 12:15-4:00 PM 

April 6 PTO Meeting 6:00 PM 

April 7 Report Cards Distributed  

April 7 Celebration of Learning 1:00 PM 

April 7 NYSSMA Solo Festival  

April 8 SADD Spaghetti Dinner 5:00-6:45 PM 

April 8 High School Musical 2:00 or 7:00 PM 

April 8 ACT Test  

April 12 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 PM 

April 14 GOOD FRIDAY – No School  

April 17-21 SPRING RECESS – No School  

April 25 Spring Bi-County  

April 25 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

April 26 Preforming Arts Primary 1:30 PM 

April 28 & 29 Spring Bi-County  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

April 2017 Calendar 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

May 1 Red Cross Blood Drive 11:30-4:30 PM 

May 2 PTO Appreciation Day  

May 2 No Late Bus  

May 2-4 Grades 3-8 Mathematics Test ( May 8-10 Make-Ups)  

May 4 PTO Meeting 6:00 PM 

May 6 SAT Test  

May 8 Tri County Art Show Opening  

May 9 Board of Education Budget Hearing 5:00 PM 

May 9 -10 Kindergarten Registration  

May 11 SUPERINTENDENT DAY – No School  

May 12 Patriot Pride Day  

May 13 Prom 7:00 – 10:00 PM 

May 13 After Prom Party 11:30 PM- 3:00 AM 

May 15 Patriot Pride Day (rain date)  

May 15-16 8th Grade to Beaver Camp  

May 16 Board of Education Budget Vote 1:00 – 8:00 PM 

May 16 Sentinels Dinner and Spring Concert 5:00 PM 

May 16 BOE Annual Budget Vote and Election 1:00-8:00 PM 

May 17 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 PM 

May 17 National Honor Society Induction 5:00 PM 

May 17 Junior Honor Society Induction 6:00 PM 

May 17-20 BOGO Book Fair  

May 19 Progress Reports  Distributed/ Operation Safe Child K-5  

May 23 Combatting Drug Use/ School & Community Partnership 6:00 PM 

May 29 MEMORIAL DAY – No School  

May 29 Sentinels Memorial Day Parade 10:30 AM 

May 30 Senior Class Parent Night 6:00 PM 

May 31 High School Choral Cabaret Concert 6:00 PM 

May 2017 Calendar 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

June 1 PTO Meeting 6:00 PM 

June 1 High School Spring Concert  

June 2 Art Club Field Trip  

June 3 SAT Test  

June 3 Sentential– General Brown Days Parade  

June 5 Grades 4 & 8 Science Written Tests  

June 5 Academic Awards -Middle School  6:00 PM 

June 5 Academic Awards – High School 7:00 PM 

June 6 No Late Bus  

June 6-7 Grades 4 & 8 Science Written Make-Ups  

June 8 Spring Sports/Senior Athlete Recognition Night 6:00 PM 

June 8 End of Year Patriots Pals Party 2:35 PM 

June 10 ACT Test  

June 10 Booster Club Annual Golf Tournament  

June 12 End of Marking Period 4  

June 12 Grades 7-12 Last Day of School  

June12 Class of 2017 Picnic  

June 13-22 Regents Week  

June 15 Grades K-5 Fun Day  

June 15 PTO Ice Cream Social  

June 20 ELEMENTARY EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 AM 

June 20 Board of Education Meeting 5:00 PM 

June 21 ELEMENTARY EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 AM 

June 21 Booster Club Meeting 6:00 PM 

June 22 ELEMENTARY EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35 AM 

June 23 Senior Class Graduation Rehearsal 9:00 AM 

June 23 Alumni Banquet  6:00 PM 

June 24 Class of 2017 Graduation  10:30 AM 

June 27 REPORT CARDS MAILED  

June 2017 Calendar 
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	We are currently in the kinetics and equilibrium unit.   When that is completed, we will discuss topics from now until June involving organic chemistry, oxidation and reduction, acids, bases, and salts, and nuclear chemistry.  In lab, we will
	make ice cream, do acid-base titrations, and possibility do a ceiling tile project.  We will be doing regents review every third lab meeting from now until the end of the year. The regents is in June.  An email will be sent home to notify parents when...
	Sheri Rose

